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office or estate.    In the Madras Presidency the superintendence of "no less than seven thousand six hundred Hindu establishments  had hitherto been vested in the officers of Government; and this was more than a nominal superintendence; the people regarded the district officer as   the   friendly   guardian   of   their   religion.   .   .   ."* Speaking of the aversion of the people to the abandonment by Government of the management of a famous pagoda in North Arcot, the district magistrate wrote : " No persuasion or reasoning could effect a change in the resolution they had taken; the management of this pagoda, they said, had been in the hands of the ruling power for ages back, the innovation proposed was contrary to established custom, and, if persisted in, religious worship in their  temple would cease."     Without  doubt the people greatly exaggerated the effects of the change;   but their feelings thereupon are illustrated by the  foregoing quotations. Nor is it to be forgotten that religious offices and properties in India have very generally yielded to that  peculiar tendency which governs the course of all rights and interests throughout the country;  they have to a great extent become heritable family possessions on a service tenure; and we cannot attempt to alter the regular succession   by inheritance,  except   on   extreme   necessity. Even the semi-religious duties of the Kazi had become usually hereditary, and his appointment by the ^State a mere form, long before the Act of 1864, long indeed before the English took over from Mahomedans or Marathas their dominion in India.   It is quite a mistake to infer that the result of ceasing to appoint K&zis was to lay our Musalm^n
* Note by Under-Secretary, Madras (Parliamentary Papers).